Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport

Gimpo-Haneda Reopened from 29 June

Reconnecting the bridge between Seoul and Tokyo expected to enhance bilateral relations

(] The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT, Minister Won Hee-ryong),
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA, Minister Park Jin) and the Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Tourism (MCST, Minister Park Bo Gyoon) announced that an agreement has been reached
with the Japanese government to resume international flights between Gimpo and Haneda from

29 June (Wednesday), unveiling plans to implement campaigns to welcome inbound tourists.

[] Since launched in 2003, Gimpo-Haneda network has been touted as a popular route

connecting Korea and Japan frequented by business travelers. While it was a so-called ‘golden
route’ as the average seat occupancy rate reached as high as 98% during the peak season thanks
to the excellent accessibility from airports to the capital cities, the operation has been suspended
since March 2020 due to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic.

* Number of scheduled flights in pre-pandemic 2019 : A total of 84 flights per week (21 weekly flights for Korean

Air, Asiana Airlines, Japan Airlines, All Nippon Airways respectively)

[] Soon after taking office, President Yoon Seok-yeol met with the head of Korea-Japan

Parliamentarians’ Union on 11 May, where he expressed his will to restore Korea-Japan ties
and highlighted the need to resume flights between Gimpo and Haneda as early as possible to

facilitate bilateral exchanges between the two countries.

o Against this backdrop, MOLIT has completed preparation to resume international flights at



Gimpo Airport in May and continued close coordination with the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan along with
Korea’s Foreign Affairs authority to restart the Gimpo-Haneda connectivity at the earliest

possible opportunity.

o As a result, the aviation authorities of Korea and Japan held a video conference on 21 June

and reached an agreement to reopen Gimpo-Haneda network beginning from 29 June

(Wednesday), starting with 8 flights per week.

< Flight Schedules >

Number of Days of ]
) ) Aircraft Type*
Flights per Week Operation
Korean Air 2IW Wed. / Sat. B737 (174 seats)
Asiana Airlines 2IW Wed. / Sat. A321(188 seats) or A330 (290 seats)
Japan Airlines 2IW Thur. / Sun. B767 (199 seats) or B787 (199 seats)
All Nippon )
) 2IW Mon. / Fri. B787 (240 seats)
Airways

* Subject to change depending on carriers’ capability to operate aircraft fleet

O Furthermore, the two countries plan to gradually increase the number of flights monitoring

the evolving air traffic demand and the readiness of air carriers.

(] Inaddition, as the visa issuance for short-term stay for tour purposes which has been halted
since April 2020 was reinstated from this month, travelers can take Gimpo-Haneda flight to go

sightseeing in Korea.

o The MCST is planning to promote the reinvigoration of inbound tourism by opening

hospitality booths for foreign tourists in Gimpo Airport on the back of flight resumption

between the capital cities.



o Moreover, the Tourism Ministry is scheduled to hold briefings for travel to Korea in major

Japanese cities in the latter half this year, while also participating in local tour fairs in Japan to
facilitate the restoration of tourism network between Korea and Japan, thereby boosting Korea-

bound tour by travelers from Japan and reconstructing the domestic tourism market.

L] Minister Won Hee-ryong for Land, Infrastructure and Transport said, “Gimpo-Heneda

network serves as a significant symbol of bilateral exchanges connecting Seoul and Tokyo. |
look forward to the resumed flights on the route acting as a catalyst to revitalize exchanges

between Korea and Japan.”

* Contact information : International Air Transport Division, MOLIT
Director Namgyun Kim (044-201-4207)

Deputy Director Woo Cheol Shin (044-201-4211)



